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Friday 25 June 2021
RE: Year 4 to Year 5 Transition
Dear Parents/Carers,
Following our previous letter in April, we are writing to you to update you regarding our transition plans for your
child, as they move from first or primary to middle school in September.
Unfortunately, the government’s decision to delay easing of Covid-19 restrictions means that we cannot offer our
full selection of transition activities this year. However, it is very important to offer our new pupils an opportunity to
visit Highfield, to meet their new teachers, to feel safe and confident about their new school. Therefore we would
th
like to welcome all of our new pupils on Monday 5 July. Pupils from all first schools will be allocated a 1.5 hour
session, where they will meet their form teacher, head of year and senior staff, enjoy some fun activities and tour
parts of the school.
All of this will be done whilst fully observing Covid-19 control measures. Children will be socially distant from
pupils from other first schools at all times, and from current Highfield pupils. Additional cleaning will be in place
and hands will be sanitised at appropriate points. Where there are only small numbers of pupils from a particular
school, they will attend with small numbers of pupils from other schools, but they will be in different classrooms, or
separated by more than 2m in a well-ventilated classroom at all times.
A brief outline of the day can be seen below. Specific transport details will be shared by your child’s school nearer
the time where required.
9:00am - 10:30am
Children from Adderlane Academy will come straight to Highfield in the morning for their session. They can be
dropped off here by parents/carers. We politely request that parents should be socially distant and not arrive
earlier than 9:00am. The children will walk back to Adderlane with their teachers at 10:30am.
10:45am - 12:15pm
Children from Prudhoe Castle First, Broomley First, Mickley First, and St Matthew’s will join us for a socially
distant session. Transport arrangements will vary from school to school.
1:30pm – 3:00pm
Children from Prudhoe West Academy will walk up the hill with their teachers to join us at 1:30pm. They can be
collected by parents/carers from Highfield at 3pm. Please observe social distancing when collecting your child.
We have already had lots of communication with your child’s school and collated lots of useful information, which
helps us to get to know you child and plays an important role in putting together our new Year 5 classes. We will
address any common concerns or questions on the day, including questions directly from the children themselves.
Unfortunately, our proposed ‘New Parent’s Evening’ will not be able to take place face-to-face in the school hall
this year, so we will be offering a wealth of online transition information, where you can get to know the staff, learn
about our school and much more. This can be found at
http://www.highfield.northumberland.sch.uk/web/year_4_to_year_5_transition/325571. A really useful information
st
video will go live on here on Thursday 1 July. We really encourage you to watch it.
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If, having seen our information videos, you still have questions or want to tell us more about your child, we are
offering 2 opportunities for more interactive information sharing.


Between 3:30pm and 5:30pm on Friday 2 July we will offer a live chat event, where you can message
into our school Facebook page and receive an instant reply



On Monday 12 July (after Transfer Day) we can provide a limited number of virtual or socially distant
face-to-face appointments to any parents/carers who still have things they want to discuss. Appointments
th
can be made via the school office after 5 July.
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School uniform orders should be placed with our supplier Salto in plenty of time for orders to be processed. The
Miner’s Lamp café at Eastwood’s Park in Prudhoe offers a comprehensive selection of good quality second-hand
school uniform items, which can be accessed by any family. Please note that trainers will not be permitted in
September and smart watches cannot be worn through the school day.
th

We very much encourage you to allow your child to visit us on 5 July as we feel it is a vital part of successful
transition. Please complete the consent form below and return it to your child’s school as soon as possible, no
st
later than Thursday 1 July.
We are really looking forward to working with you further in the coming weeks and to a smooth transition to middle
school for your child.

Kind regards,
Mr S Rutherford-Orrock
Assistant Head, SENDCo and Heads of Year 5

Miss C Gibbs
Deputy Headteacher

Mr R Oades
Headteacher

Highfield Middle School
Transition Event
Monday 5th July 2021

I give consent for my child ________________________________________________________
to attend the transition event at Highfield Middle School on Monday 5th July.

Signed: _______________________________________________________________________
Date: _________________________________________________________________________
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